
CAERNARVON TOWNSHIP 

BERKS COUNTY, PA 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 9, 2016 

The Caernarvon Township Board of Supervisors held their Monthly Meeting on August 9, 

2016 in the Caernarvon Township Municipal Building located at 3307 Main Street, Morgantown, 

PA, pursuant to notice according to law. 

 

ATTENDING OFFICIALS 

Allen Styer, III, Chairman; Jack Hess, Supervisor; Sandra Styer, Supervisor; Paul L. 

Whiteman, Jr., Supervisor; John Scalia, Chief of Police; Beckie Smith, Witman Engineers & 

Consultants, Engineer; Eric Brown, Siana Bellwoar McAndrew, LLP, Solicitor; John Griesemer, 

Treasurer; Randall Miller, Township Administrator/Secretary.  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

Chairman Allen Styer called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. This was followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE ASSEMBLY 

A. Caernarvon Township resident Joann Feeney asked about the vacant building at the 

corner of Main Street and Morgantown Road. She wonders what can be done to clean the property 

up and repair the house. The Supervisors discussed the situation with her and that the owner is an 

absentee owner, who has not maintained the property. Additionally, the Township does not 

currently have an Ordinance for vacant, dilapidated properties. Ms. Feeney asked if volunteers 

could do work there. She was told the township could not authorize volunteers to access the 

property, but she was welcome to make contact with the owner. No other action was taken. 

B. Wayne Miller of the Pennwood development, representing many neighbors, asked the 

Supervisors about tar & chipping of Township streets. The Supervisors discussed the reasons for 

maintaining the streets in this manner. The 28 miles of roads on the Township need annual 

maintenance, and without added funding, it would be difficult to pave all these roads. It was noted 

that work this year has been completed in the development. Mr. Miller asked what could be done 

to help salvage the value of properties, by paving streets instead of tar & chip. Solicitor Eric Brown 

noted that the Township could un-dedicate the streets and turn them over to a Homeowners’ 

Association, or create a spate district and assess fees for street maintenance. Mr. Miller indicated 

he would be willing to pay higher taxes to ensure paved streets. No other action was taken. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

There were no correspondence. 
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MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

A. Sandy Styer made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 12, 2016 Board of 

Supervisors Regular Meeting. Paul Whiteman seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

B. Sandy Styer made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 26, 2016 Board of 

Supervisors Workshop Meeting. Jack Hess seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 

A. The Supervisors reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for July. Sandy Styer made a motion 

to approve the Treasurer’s monthly report for the period ending July 31, 2016. Jack Hess seconded 

the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

  

EXPENSE LIST 

A. The Supervisors reviewed the amended July Bill List. Sandy Styer made a motion to 

approve the amended bill list dated July 12, 2016 of $81,996.88 from the General Fund. Paul 

Whiteman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

B. The Supervisors reviewed the August Bill List. Paul Whiteman made a motion to ratify 

the paid bills and approve the bill list dated August 9, 2016 of $52,864.32 from the General Fund; 

$4,524.69 from the Street Light Fund; and $78,834.30 from the Liquid Fuels Fund. Sandy Styer 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BUSINESS 

A.  The Supervisors discussed the maintenance department’s Ford Utility truck. Having 

received quotes for a new truck, the Supervisors noted Foreman Keith McGowan’s choice was for 

the Chevrolet truck. Paul Whiteman made a motion to purchase a Chevrolet truck from Bob Fisher 

for a cost not-to-exceed $28,000.00. Jack Hess seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

B. Secretary Miller asked the Supervisor to approve the signing of a letter to Service 

Electric Cablevision, to enter into renewal negotiations for the Franchise Agreement. Sandy Styer 

made a motion to approve the signing of the letter to enter into Franchise Agreement negotiations 

with Service Electric Cablevision. Paul Whiteman seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

C. The Township received a request from Berks Homes to release the remainder of the 

escrow for Hidden Farms subdivision. Beckie Smith noted the Engineer has recommend the 

release of the remaining escrow. Paul Whiteman made a motion to release $3,800.00, the 

remaining escrow, for the Hidden Farms subdivision. Jack Hess seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously. 

D. Secretary Miller noted the Township has received a letter from Nora Seidel, resigning 

from the Parks and Rec Board. Sandy Styer made a motion to accept her resignation. Paul 

Whiteman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
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TOWNSHIP REPORTS 

A. Administrator Randall Miller noted the 2017 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) 

to the police pension fund has been calculated. Paul Whiteman made a motion to approve the 2017 

MMO. Sandy Styer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

B. The Maintenance Department Report for July was received. Sandy Styer, Roadmaster, 

noted Foreman Keith McGowan has requested permission to begin line painting. Paul Whiteman 

made a motion to approve line painting not-to-exceed $9,000.00. Jack Hess seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

C. Supervisor Paul Whiteman asked for approval to approve the 2017 contract for 

amusement rides. Sandy Styer made a motion to approve Tons-o-Fun for the 2017 Carnival and 

authorized signing of the contract. Jack Hess seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

D. The SEO Report for July was received. 

E. The Library Report for June was received. 

F. The Tax Collector’s Report for July was received with $21,233.14 still outstanding. 

G. The Police report for July was received. Chief John Scalia discussed the upgrade to 9 

mm weapons from the .40 caliber currently used. Trade in and assed support from Berks County 

make the purchase a zero cost. Additionally he requested permission to purchase laser sights for 

the new side arms. Paul Whiteman made a motion to purchase the laser sights for $3,365.88 from 

Witmer Public Safety Group. Sandy Styer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

It was requested that the Township publicly acknowledge the companies that have contributed 

donations to the Township for purchases of equipment. Secretary Miller will place this on the 

website and signboard.  

H. The Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer report for July was received. It was noted 

that there are several Zoning Hearing Boards scheduled for September. Secretary Miller asked the 

Supervisors if they would like to go on record at the hearing. Solicitor Eric Brown noted that at 

the very least, the Township should enter its appearance. The Supervisor agreed to have Secretary 

Miller attend.  

I. There was no Fire Company report. 

J. The EMA report for July was received.  

K. Secretary Miller noted that the Parks and Recreation met in July. Their draft minutes 

were reviewed.  

L. Secretary Miller noted that the Planning Commission did not meet in July.  

M. Beckie Smith, reporting for the Engineer Bill Witman, discussed his July report. She 

also discussed painting the Morgan Way Bridge. The Supervisors asked about this painting, and 

any effects on bridge weight limits. No action was taken. 

N. Solicitor Eric Brown noted requests are being received for “mini cell towers”. Th 

Supervisors discussed and requested a draft amendment to the Township’s Zoning Ordinance be 

sent for review. 

Solicitor Brown also noted the Kidjoy agreement requires one more agreement for BB&T 
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bank transfers for handling the financial security. Sandy Styer made a motion to ratify the 

agreement and authorized the signing. Paul Whiteman seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 The Supervisors recessed into Executive Session at 8:47 p.m. Chairman Allen Styer called 

the meeting back to order at 9:31 p.m., summarizing that the session was to discuss a personnel 

issue. 

 

SUPERVISORS COMMENTS 

The Supervisors had no additional comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Paul Whiteman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Sandy Styer seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Randall P. Miller 

Township Secretary 


